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the same boat, Most of us had offered refuge in our
country to refugees from Germany, Spain, Italy, Poland
and other countries, as, when all is said and done, the
founders of our state had TDeen refugees themselves.
To-day they are again refugees. I remember the great
speech of Edward Benes on December 8th, 1934, when
we were listening at Geneva. He said:

* I declare in the name of my Government, that we
are prepared to give refuge to political refugees; we
have already established a certain liberal tradition in this
respect, of which we are proud. Nevertheless, our
Government has always been aware of the fact that it
has undertaken a grave responsibility to other states
with all the consequences which might ensue by inter-
national law. Realising this grave responsibility, we are
endeavouring to secure exact knowledge of the activities
of the refugees, and are doing everything possible to
prevent the abuse of our hospitality. Whenever any of
our neighbouring states have pointed out any activities
on the part of refugees considered to call for investigation,
we have at once taken the matter in hand, as we have no
wislvJo harbour criminals. We have in Czechoslovakia,
German, Austrian,. Jewish, Russian and Ukrainian
refugees, but we would never permit any refugee to live
withjn our frontiers against whom any of our neighbours
could make accusations of terrorist activities/

Are not these words a gospel for to-day? Five years,
have passed since they were spoken, but the struggle
for liberal and humane thought has not been in vain,
although we may not appear to have achieved much.